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Purpose
• To provides an overview of an assessment tool
being developed to analyze the multifactorial task
of communicative drawing.
• It is our assumption that drawing to communicate is
not intuitive to most people and requires some
degree of new learning and guidance, even in the
absence of brain injury.
• Currently there is a lack of clinical tools to assess
the skill of drawing as a means to communicate.
Design Overview
Effective drawing communication requires not just
drawing skill, but a balance of efficiency, sequential
idea representation, flexibility, and comprehension of
communication partners. This assessment is designed
to be used with all levels of severity and does not
require spoken or written instructions.
Task 1: Copying images
Functions as a concrete exercise to understand the
concept of drawing and provides more insight into the
initiation and attention to detail.
Task 2: Drawing Objects
Evaluates drawing a real world concrete object in a
communicative way by requiring selection of relevant
detail in an efficient manner.
Task 3: Emotions
Evaluates communication of abstract ideas through
drawing.
Task 4: Action Sequences
Evaluates ability to communicate a series of actions
that occur in real life.
Task 5: Story Narrative Retell
Evaluates ability to express a complete narrative
examining sequence, flexibility, detail, idea conveyed,
and cohesiveness.
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Scoring 
Overall Communicative Effectiveness:
Rating from 0 to 5 composed primarily of progressive levels of
accuracy, degree of related information, and interactive effort.
Component Skills:
Ten rating scales from 1 to 7 break down the component skills:
1. Initiation: takes action to begin drawing
2. Idea conveyed: communicative intent accurately understood
3. Form: the general shape is upheld and recognizable
4. Detail: Individual features differentiate and clarify aspects
5. Sequence: Conveyed in a logical order to form a narrative
6. Flexibility: Modify or clarify drawings to repair communication
breakdowns
7. Speed: time taken to draw message
8. Gestures: Physical body movements or expressions that
confirm or clarify meaning of drawing
9. Verbal Utterances: Words or sounds that confirm or clarify
meaning of drawing
10. Cohesiveness: Drawing, gestures, and verbal utterances work





Task 5- Story Narrative
Task 6: Interactive Conversation
Evaluates combination of skills of drawing to communicate 
functionally in a 10 minute interactive conversation.
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